Sunday 24th May 2020
This short act of worship has been prepared for you to use whilst we are unable to use
Methodist Church premises. If you are well enough why not spend a few moments with
God, knowing that other people are sharing this act of worship with you.
Opening Prayer
Sing to God, sing praises to his name; lift
up a song to him who rides upon the
clouds—his name is the LORD—be exultant
before him. (Psalm 68)
As I come before you God help me to
praise your name. Focus my mind on your
presence with me and remind me that I
am joined together with people around
the world worshipping at home. May your
name be glorified in our worship. Amen.
Hymn: 187 (H&P) Away with gloom….
or

God of overwhelming grace,
you ignited the spark of your grace in
John and Charles Wesley and a passion
for holiness, justice and sharing your
great love with others.
Warm our hearts that we may trust in
you.
Renew our conviction and inspire us to
embrace new opportunities even in
difficulty.
Pour out your Spirit on your people that
we may be united in your love and ready
to share hope with the world through
Jesus who is One with You. Amen

sing a verse of a hymn that comes to
mind

Hymn: 193 (H&P) Christ the Lord…

Let us pray together

Luke 24:49-53

Today’s Reading
Acts 1: 1-11

Father God,
We praise you that you are with us in
every part of our lives and you never stop
loving us.
We praise you for the world you created
and the beautiful things we see around
us.
We praise you that you came to earth in
Jesus to show us in person how much you
care about us and the world we live in. As
we remember your ascension we thank
you that you did not leave us alone but
sent your Sprit so that we can always
know you are with us.
You invite us to join in your work of
loving people and the planet and we pray
that you show us how we can share in
your mission of love. In Jesus name we
pray, Amen.
A Collect for Aldersgate Sunday

Read Rev. Ken’s Sunday Sermon
Time to Reflect
Hymn: 196 (H&P) I know that my
redeemer lives

A time of prayer
God our protector,
We come before you in prayer for your
world, your children and ourselves.
We pray for the world that You have
made. We thank you for the renewal of
creation springing up as human activity
has been restricted. We pray that we
will learn to value these gifts and to live
more gently in the future.
We pray for the leaders of nations making
impossible decisions on our behalf. We
pray that they will speak and act with

integrity and protect those who are most
vulnerable.
We pray for our church communities. We
bring you our sadness at not being able to
meet together and we thank you for the
people finding it easier to explore faith
at this time. We pray that we will find
new ways to reach out to the world.
We pray for the people we miss. Our
friends and families and those we long to
see face to face. We pray for safety and
protection for our loved ones.
We pray for those who have lost someone
they love and haven’t been able to say
goodbye. We pray that they will know the
comfort of Your loving presence and that
You will show us how to reach out in love
and friendship.
We pray for ourselves in these difficult
days shared by so many people but also
lived in isolation. Help us to know your
protecting love and to live in the power
of your Spirit.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father ……
Offertory: Father I place into Your hands
all that I am and all that you have given
to me. Take these gifts I now offer back
to you as my sacrifice for your love, for
your kingdom. Amen
Hymn: 212 (H&P) Thine be the glory
A prayer of blessing
Holy God,
be with me as I leave this time of
worship.
May I know your presence in my everyday
and live your message of love and hope.
Amen
Original Materials by Alison Seren

Acts 1: 6-11

The Ascension of Jesus
So when they had come together, they
asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time
when you will restore the kingdom to
Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you
to know the times or periods that the
Father has set by his own
authority. But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.’ When
he had said this, as they were
watching, he was lifted up, and a
cloud took him out of their
sight. While he was going and they
were gazing up towards heaven,
suddenly two men in white robes
stood by them. They said, ‘Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking up
towards heaven? This Jesus, who has
been taken up from you into heaven,
will come in the same way as you saw
him go into heaven.’

